Instructions for SDA online analyses of secondary data

You hould consde theonline andyses usng the same prindples tha guide SPSS because the
way tha you think éouttheinformation isidentical. The major difference arises in thefact that
you ned to actually type outthe name of the variable tha you want to andyze rather than click
on it and noveit into adialog box br andysis. For those of you who ae using the GSS daaset
for theyears 19722006,the web address to access the daa for analysis is the following:
http://sdabekeley.edulcgi-bin32hda?harcsdat+gss06

When you acess tha page noice thetabsat thetop of the screen.

¥

¥

Analysis. A tab for frequendes and crosstabulation should bethefirst tab you se when
you place the pointer over top ofthe andysis tab.

Create variables: Youwill see three tabs recode variable, compute a new variable, and
list/ddete created variables. Treat therecodevariable tab as you would the trandorm
into same or different variables tabsin SPSS. In ather words, it would beused if you ae
recoding onevariable. Treat the compute a new variable tab as you would the compute
tab in SPSS. In other words it would beused if you are recoding 2 ormore variables
into anew variable.

Download: You would us thistab if you want to areate a smaller subset of variablesin
your daaset. Thiswill betime-consuming and is unnesessary given tha you ae dealing
with an onine SDA andysis and notan SPSS andysis.

Codebook: You will see 2 tabs sandard codebodk and codebook by year of interview. |
typically choos sandad codebook. Qicking on histab should lead to another window
opening up ha says GGeneral Soda Surveys, 1972-2006 fumulative file] 51,020 eses,
html codébook poduced July 23, 2007. @ theleft sde of the screen, you $iould e a
heading in bolded black print titted INDEXES. Undeneeth this heading, you sould see
CBequential variable list, OO\ Iphabetical variable list,0and vaiable groups Choosng
anyoneof these linkswill dlow you b examinethe variables covered in the daaset. If
you examinethevariables in the codébook, you an gd asense of therelevant variables
to slect for testing yourhypaheses and ther initial frequendes prior to any recoding of
variables or selection ofa subset of cases. Thiswill enable you b peform any slections
of subsets of daafor analyses and  daerminewhether and haw to recode variables.
For ingance, if | choos sequential variable list, information is coded according to the
categories they address as noted bdow:

Headings for Sequential Variable List

¥
¥

CASE IDENTIFICATION AND YEAR

RESPONDENT BACKGROUND VARIABLES
o Age, Gender, Race, and Ethnicity

Education

Military Service

Respondent and Spouse Work Week

Respondent's Dwelling

Word Association

R's Activities

O O O O O O



o Religious Attendance and ldentity
o Respondent's Household Composition
o Socio-Economic and Status Indicators
o Other Respondent Background Variables
¥ Click on oneof the subheadingstha you feel isrelevant to you. Foringance, if | clicked
on the age, gender, race, and ehnicity heading, | get alisting of variable names and labds
that look like thefollowing:

RESPONDENT BACKGROUND VARIABLES
Age, Gender, Race, and Ethnicity

AGE AGE OF RESPONDENT
SEX RESPONDENTS SEX
RACE RACE OF RESPONDENT

RACECEN1 WHAT IS RS RACE 1ST MENTION
RACECENZ2 WHAT IS RS RACE 2ND MENTION
RACECEN3 WHAT IS RS RACE 3RD MENTION

¥ Click on avariable of interest, such asrace. You should receive information @outthe
variable induding the question, vaiable name, categories, frequency distribution, and
missing dda codes as noted bdow:

RACE RACE OF RESPONDENT

Text of this Question or Item
24. \What race do you consider yourself?

% Valid % All N Value Label
819 819 41,764 1 WHITE
13.8 13.8 7,033 2 BLACK

4.4 44 2,223 3 OTHER
100.0 100.0 51,020 Total

Properties
Data type: numeric
Missing-data code: O
Record/column: 1/109

¥ Notice tha the sample before any recodes regarding race are completed consists
primarily of whites as displayed by hevaid % vdueof 81.9% If race is of interest to
you, there are enoughcases in dl the categories tha you $ould beable to leave the
variable as is when you @ndud your tests of the hypotheses. If you want to focuson



only 1 gioup or2 groups then youcould paform afilter that would ensure that only
cases involve members of the chosen racial groupor groupsare induded in the andyses.
This variable isin aform that makes it suitable to use as an indgpendent variable or
control variable in a crosstabulation andysis.

¥ If I choos dphabetical variable list, information is coded dphabetically in thefollowing
format:

Index to Pages with Items in Alphabetical Order

Click on the link to a page to see the list of those items in alphabetical order.
Links to Pages First ltem Last Item

Go to page containing range of items: ABANY DAUTIME
Go to page containing range of items: DAUVISIT HISPREL
Go to page containing range of items: HISPSCHL MONART
Go to page containing range of items: MONDAY RACMOST
Go to page containing range of items: RACNAME TRTWHITE
Go to page containing range of items: TRUST ZOMBIES

¥ If you dick ononethe links, you $ould reach a pagetha presents theinformation in the
following fashion:

List of Items in Alphabetical Order

ABANY ABORTION IF WOMAN WANTS FOR ANY REASON

ABCARE HOW CONCERNED IS R ABOUT ABORTION

ABCHOOSE SHOULD A WOMAN GET AN ABORTION FOR ANY REASON
ABCON1 1ST ARGUMENT AGAINST ABORTION

ABCONZ2 2ND ARGUMENT AGAINST ABORTION

ABCON3 3RD ARGUMENT AGAINST ABORTION

ABDEFCT1 LAW SHOULD ALLOW ABORTION FOR BIRTH DEFECTS
ABDEFCTW WRONG FOR WOMAN TO GET ABORTION FOR BIRTH DEFECTS
ABDEFECT STRONG CHANCE OF SERIOUS DEFECT

ABFIRM HOW FIRM IS RS OPINION ON ABORTION

¥ If you hen optto examine howtheresearchers coded vaiable abdefctl, which addresses
whether thelaw should dlow abortion for birth ddects, you would dick onthe variable



name. You should reach a pagethat provides youwith thefull question for the variable,
thefrequency distribution for the variable and the categories used, and the missing dda
codes. Seetheinformation bdow:

ABDEFCT1 LAW SHOULD ALLOW ABORTION FOR BIRTH DEFECTS

Text of this Question or Item

1375. Do you think the |aw should or should not allow a pregnant
woman to obtain a legal abortion. . . a. If there is a strong
chance of serious defect in the baby.

% Valid % All N Value Label
64.2 1.6 810 1 DEFINITELY SHOULD ALLOW IT

18.4 0.5 232 2 PROBABLY SHOULD ALLOW IT
5.9 0.1 74 3 PROBABLY SHOULD NOT ALLOW IT
11.6 0.3 146 4 DEFINITELY SHOULD NOT ALLOW IT
97.3 49,661 0 NAP
0.1 63 8 DK
0.1 34 9 NA
100.0 100.0 51,020 Total
Properties
Data type: numeric

Missing-data codes: 0,8,9
Record/column: 1/5650

¥ Thisvaiable has fourvdid categories tha are already st for dlowing you b condud a
crosstabulation beaween this variable and another variable.

¥ If you optto examineyour variables usng the variable groupslink, you eceive a screen
tha resembles the following:

Index of Variable Groups

Topical Module Social Networks: 1985, 2004
Topical Module Socio-Political Participation: 1987
Topical Module Religion: 1988

Topical Module Inter-group Relations: 1990




Topical Module Work Organizations: 1991
Topical Module Culture: 1993

Topical Module Culture: 2002

Topical Module Family Mobility: 1994
Topical Module Multiculturalism: 1994

¥ If you dick on atopic such as Topic Module Religion: 1988 you eceive a screen tha
containsthefollowing links

Variable Group: Topical Module Religion: 1988

Variables
SCISOLVE SCIENCE WILL SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS
SCICHNG SCIENCE CHANGES WAY OF LIFE TOO FAST
SCIPRY SCIENTISTS PRY INTO THINGS THEY OUGHTNT
SCIMORAL SCIENCE BREAKS DOWN IDEAS OF RIGHTWRONG
SWITCHED HAS R EVER HAD A DIFFERENT RELIGION
SWITCH1 WHAT WAS RS FIRST RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
SWITCH2 WHAT WAS RS SECOND RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
SWITCH3 WHAT WAS RS THIRD RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
SWITNUM HOW MANY RELIGIOUS PREFERENCES MENTIONED

¥ If you slect switched, you $hould receive the following information:

SWITCHED HAS R EVER HAD A DIFFERENT RELIGION

Text of this Question or Iltem

358. 1'd like to go over your religious preferences since you
were rasied as a [RELIG ON]. Have you ever had another religious
pref erence besi des being [RELI G ON] ?

% Valid % All N Value Label
35.7 1.0 525 1 YES
64.3 1.9 945 2 NO

97.1 49,539 0 NAP
0.0 11 9 NA
100.0 100.0 51,020 Total



Properties
Data type: numeric
Missing-data codes: 0,8,9
Record/column: 1/1281

¥ Notetha there are two valid categories. yesand . Theother categories pertain to
missing dda as noted by the missing dda codes at the botom of thetable.

¥ Once you déermine which vaiables are relevant for your analyses, whether you nexd to
recodethem and howyou would do ®, you @n work on thingsfrom theandysis screen,
which should dready be open because tha is the screen that should gopear when you
click on thelink for the GSS. Notice that the left hand sde of the screen is where you
would find the names of the variables tha you want to andyze. | generaly typethe
variable nane into therow and oher spaces as needed based onthe desired andyses.
However, you ®uld dso use the variable selection section éovethelist of variables.
Click on hep and it will tell you what you need to know. | recommend tha you smply
typein thevariable name. Thedaaset is dready st up in theformat tha you would ned
to do hefrequencies, descriptive, and aosstabs

¥ Step 1: Obtain thefrequendes and oher descriptive statistics for the variables that you
intend © uske in yourandyses. Even if you knowthe frequendies for variables tha you
opted notto recode youwon®know the mean, dandad deviation, minimum, and
maximum vaues from the codebook, ® you reed to condud the andyses of al the
variables of interest. However, before you dtempt to obtin this information, you ned to
make sure tha you only obtain vdues for the cases of interest and tha youremovedl
weights. Therefore, change the weight category from the onepresented in thefirst figure
beow to Mo weightOas depicted in the secondfigure bdow.

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify
Row: |
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify
Column: |

Control: |

Weig ht: | wtssall - With adjustment for Nadults for all years L|
TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS

Percentaging: Type of chart: | Stacked Bar Chart j
Column Row Total Bar chart options:




with I ' :I' decimal(s) Orientation: Vertical Horizontal

Confidence intervals LeveI'I 9 percent ﬂ Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D

Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes

Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

,_j . . _Ieoo vl . _|400 vl
Statistics with | ° Zldecimal(s) Size - width: —lheight: L

Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify

Row: |
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify
Column: |
Control: |
Selection Filter(s): I Example: age(18-50)
Weight: | No Weight 3
TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS
Percentaging: Type of chart: | Stacked Bar Chart L|
Column Row Total Bar chart options:
with I ' :I' decimal(s) Orientation: Vertical Horizontal

Confidence intervals Level'l 9 percent lﬂ Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D

Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes

Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

size - width: | °®  lheight:| *° =

Statistics with [z = decimal(s)

Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic




Include missing-data values

¥ Onceyou adjug theweight information, mngder whether you want to limit your
andyses to aspecific subset of the sample. This may occur for some hypaheses and not
others and/or it may occur for theentire sample. To accomplish this process, you would
use the selection filter(s) box. Notice tha the example they provide says Example:
agg18-50). It meanstha the researchers want to condud their analyses for only those
respondents who ae between the ages of 18and 50 yers old. Let@ say that | want to
condud asimilar set of anadyses. | need to besure of howthe study dassifies identifies
the age of respondents. Looking & theleft side of the andysis screen, | click on he[+]
icon next to @espondent background \ariablesObecause | suspect that this might be
where | would find information on espondentsOege. | would then receive another book
to open tha is headed age, gende, race, and ethnicity. If I click to open that book he
first variable listed is named AGE and is labded Gxge of respondent.OIf you go his
route, you would need to run afrequency on he age variable before so youcan se the
distribution of the ages across respondents. Withoutthis, you mght have a case where
you Try to restrict the analyses by ageto those who ae beween 1850 yers of age, but
thedaamay only cover thosee who ae 1821 years of age However, there is a beter
method. Ican rely on the codebook ha | should still have open in aseparate window
because | can assess whether there is avariable for age, how that variable is named and
labded, and what the specific question usd to obtin this information was called.

AGE AGE OF RESPONDENT

Text of this Question or Item
13. Respondent's age

% Valid % All N Value Label



2.1
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1,076
1,189
1,121
1,156
1,126
1,122
1,082
1,115
977
1,049
978
971
996
935
887
887
862
886
882
792
810
786
763
751
669
749
659
723
672
684
609
637
632
556
599
569
596

31
32
33
34
35
36
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44
45
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47
48
49
50
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52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67



1.1 11 567 68
1.0 1.0 516 69
1.1 11 548 70
0.9 0.9 476 4l
1.0 1.0 496 72
0.9 0.9 449 73
0.9 0.9 460 74
0.8 0.8 392 75
0.8 0.8 388 76
0.7 0.7 369 77
0.6 0.6 328 78
0.6 0.6 286 79
0.5 0.5 242 80
0.5 0.5 250 81
0.4 0.4 213 82
0.4 0.4 194 83
0.3 0.3 160 84
0.3 0.3 154 85
0.3 0.3 128 86
0.2 0.2 106 87

0.2 0.2 82 88
0.5 0.5 238 89 89 OR OLDER
0.0 1 98 DK
0.4 183 99 NA
100.0 100.0 51,020 Total
Properties
Data type: numeric

Missing-data codes: 0,98,99
Record/columns: 1/92-93

¥ Asyou @n e, therespondeats rangein age from 18-89 years or older. Therefore, it is
possible to restrict the analyses to gecific ageranges. As stated previoudy, | decided to
follow their example and limit my andyses to those who ae beween ages 18-50 years
old. Let® say tha | want to examinethe distribution of atitudes regarding the use of
capital punshment for murder for individuds in this agerange. | would type agg18-50)
into the selection filter(s) box and doubé check that no weight is marked in the weight
box. Next | would enter the name of thevariable that | wish to examine (cappun) [note
it need not be capitalized] into therow box. Thisis the setup for obtaining vdid %



distributonson tevariables and the other descriptive satistics [mean, dandad

deviation, mnimum, and maximum).

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program

Help: General / Recoding Variables
REQUIRED Variable names to specify

Row: | cappun
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify

Column: |

Control: |

Selection Filter(s): | 20e(18-50

Example: age(18-50)

Weight: | No Weight
TABLE OPTIONS
Percentaging:

Confidence intervals Level:

Standard error of each percent

Sample Design: Complex SRS

Statistics with | &l decimal(s)

Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

| 95 percent

[

CHART OPTIONS

Stacked Bar Ch =
Type of chart: | tacked Bar Chart J
Bar chart options:

Orientation: Vertical Horizontal
Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D

Show Percents: Yes

Palette: Color Grayscale

size - width: | ®°  Zheight:| =l

¥ Onceyou mmplete this task, you ned to go b thetable optionsand dhart options
sections which are dso on theright sde of the analysis screen.  Under per centaging you
should find tha column is checked along with 1 desimal(s). It isup © youto decide
whether you want to have 1 or2 decimal places. Next click onstatistics with 2
decimal(s). This process will give youthe mean, standard deviation, mnimum, and
maximum vaues. | usudly click question text so that you @an remind youself aboutthe
information presented to respondents. Color-coding is dready checked. Be sure tha
you don€check the box marked include missing-data values because you don® want to
have missing cases in your tables as they will affect theresults. Unde chart options |
changethe Gtacked ba chartOto bar chart. The default is avertical ofientation and that
iswha | usudly choos. | dso geneaaly choos to leave the default choice of 2-D. Next
| click yes next to show percents. | leave the default option of color for the palette



option and keep the default size of 600 wdth and 400 héght See theinformation
presented below:

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify

I cappun

Row:
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify
Column: |

Control: |

Selection Filter(s): | 29°18-50

Example: age(18-50)

Weight: | No Weight |

TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS

Percentaging: Type of chart:l Bar Chart L|
Column Row Total Bar chart options:

with | * “ldecimal(s) Orientation: Vertical Horizontal
Confidence intervals Level: I 95 percent ﬂ Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D
Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes
Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

Statistics with [z = decimal(s)

Question text Suppress table

Color coding

size - width: | *®  lheight:| *° =

Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

¥ Onceyou fll in thisinformation, €lect run table. You dould receive the following

outputin anev window.

SDA 3.2: Tables

General Social Surveys, 1972-2006 [Cumulative File]

Oct 31, 2007 (Wed 03:01 PM PDT)

Variables



Role Name Label
FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH

Row | CAPPUN PENALTY FOR MURDER

Filter ?SE“& AGE OF RESPONDENT

Frequency Distribution

Cells contain:

-Column percent Distribution
-N of cases
1: FAVOR 18,7826.2
CAPPUN 2: OPPOSE 7?17ég
COL TOTAL 2?{;’2'(2)

Summary Statistics

Mean = 1.28 Std Dev = 45 Coefvar =
Median = 1.00 Variance = 20 Min =
Mode = 1.00 Skewness= 1.01 Max=
Sum = 33,182.00 Kurtosis = -99 Range =

Inference about the mean:

Std Err = .00 CV(mean)= .00

Statistics exclude missing-data and out-of-range values.

Range MD  Dataset

1-2 0,8,9 1

18-89 1 0,98,99 1

.35
1.00
2.00
1.00



FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER

75 1 72
70 -
65 -
60 -
55 1
50 -

:

Percent
&

35 -
30 -
25 1
20 1
15
10 -

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Text for 'CAPPUN'
82b. Do you favor or oppose the death enalty for persons
convi cted of nurder?

Text for 'AGE'
13. Respondent's age

Allocation of cases
Valid cases 26,022
Cases excluded by filter 18,690

Cases with invalid codes on

. 6,308
row variable
Total cases 51,020
Datasets
1 /7502docs/D3/GSS06

2 /7502docs/Npubvars/GSS06




¥ At thetop ofthepage you e tha it indicates the name of the dataset, the date and ime
tha you completed it. They use Pacific gandad time rather than Eastern gandad time.
Next you e a box heded by hetitle Variables. Therole column indicates where you
place variable nanes. Thename column refers to the names of the variables and any
restrictionstha you mede on apaticular variable or variables. The label column refers
to the names assigneal to describe the variables. Therange column refers to the rangeof
values for thecasesin the entire dataset. TheMD column refers to the missing dda
codes. Thedataset column refers to the daaset that is beng ugd to condud the
andyses.

¥ Following thevariables box, you fnd thefrequency distribution box. Thefirst cell on
thetop left indicates wha information is contained in the cells of the table in the order
theinformation is presented. The secondcell, which is located on hetop right indicates
the distribution of vaues for the cases. Thecell following the O&lls containObox
indicates the name of the variable bang addressed, which in this case is cappun. The
second ®lumn indicates the names and nunber codes for the categories that comprise the
variable, which in this case isfavor and oppose. Undenesth thos categoriesis the
labd column total. In the column addressing thedistribution, you e the number
[18,862]and %[72.5% of people who respond hat they favor capital punishment for the
crime of murder and thenumber [7,160]and %[27.5%] of people who respondtha they
oppo capital punishment for the crime of murder. The nunber 100.0 & in reference to
thecolumn total. You only want to report the % if thisis theinformation tha you wish
to use for your descriptive satistics. This information povides you with further
indicationsregarding whether any recoding orfurther recoding may need to bedonefor a
variable.

¥ Thenext section aldresses thesummary satistics. Of relevance to you would bethe
mean [1.28], the std dev [.45], themin [1.00] and the max [2.00]

¥ Thenext section isthe ba chat of the frequency distribution. Asyou @n se by the
legend, red pertainsto those favoring capital punishment for murder and bluefor those
opposng it. On top ofthe ba's are the percentage of cases being accounted for in the
andysis. Asyou @n e, 72%of therespondents favored capital punshment for murder
and 28%oppo=d it.

¥ Thenext section indicates the numbe and content of the question regarding this aspect of
attitudes regarding capital punshment. Notice that it says the atistics excludemissing-
data and outof-range vaues.

¥ Thenext section isdlocation of cases. Your anayses only congst of thevalid cases [N =
26,022]snce you cluded themissing ases. The table indicates the number of cases
excluded by youruse of thefilter to sslect only those who ae 1850 years of age The
third row indicates the cases with invdid codes on herow variable. Thelast row
addresses the total number of cases in thedaaset if dl cases are conddered togeher.

¥ Thefind section aldress the daasets beng usd in the andyses.

¥ Imaginetha you want to examine atitudes regarding the use of capital punishment for
murder, butthat you want to focus only on meles who ae between 18-50 years of age In
this case, you would only make onechange Youwould go b theselection filter (s) box
and add in thefollowing and sex(1) since the codebook ndicates tha the name for the



gendea variable is sex and males are coded with thenunber 1. See theinformation
bdow:

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify

Row: | cappun
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify
Column: |
Control: |
Selection Filter(s): I age(18-50) , sex(1) Example: age(18-50)
Weight: | No weight |
TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS
Percentaging: Type of chart:l Bar Chart
Column Row Total Bar chart options:
with B decimal(s) Orientation: ~ Vertical

Confidence intervals Level:

Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes

Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

size - width: | *®  lheight:| *° =

Statistics with [z 3 decimal(s)

Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

Run the Table

Clear Fields

| 95percent  ~| ' Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D

[

Horizontal

¥ For more information onhow to use the selection filter(s) commandsor any of the other
items highlighted in blug, click on them and you will begiven ahdp menu tha provides

explanaionsand examples.
¥ Theresults of theandyses paformed aboveappeared as follows:

SDA 3.2: Tables

General Social Surveys, 1972-2006 [Cumulative File]



Oct 31, 2007 (Wed 03:27 PM PDT)

Variables
Role Name Label
FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH
Row | CAPPUN PENALTY FOR MURDER
Filter ?SE“& AGE OF RESPONDENT

Filter SEX(1) | RESPONDENTS SEX(=MALE)

Frequency Distribution

Cells contain:

-Column percent Distribution
-N of cases
1: FAVOR 97172';
CAPPUN 2: OPPOSE 2,2721'2
COL TOTAL ﬁ?&g

Summary Statistics

Mean = 1.23 Std Dev = 42  Coefvar =
Median = 1.00 Variance = 18 Min=
Mode = 1.00 Skewness= 1.29 Max =
Sum = 14,559.00 Kurtosis=  -.34 Range=

Inference about the mean:

Std Err = .00 CV(mean)= .00

Statistics exclude missing-data and out-of-range values.

Range

1-2

18-89 1 0,98,99

1-2

.34
1.00
2.00
1.00



FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER

80 - 7

Percent

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Text for 'CAPPUN'
82b. Do you favor or oppose the death enalty for persons
convi cted of nurder?

Text for 'AGE'
13. Respondent's age

Text for 'SEX'
23. Code respondent's sex

Allocation of cases
Valid cases 11,843
Cases excluded by filters 36,443

Cases with invalid codes on

. 2,734
row variable
Total cases 51,020
Datasets
1 /7502docs/D3/GSS06

2 /7502docs/Npubvars/GSS06




CSM, UC Berkeley

¥ Notetha the sample of cases now congsts of 11,843 vdid cases. Theinformation
presented in the frequency distribution table and the bar graph indicates that 77% of
males aged 1850 years old favor capital punshment for murder and 23%of males aged
18-50 years old oppog capital punishment.

¥ If you went to indudeall members of the sample in the andyses, you remove the variable
information in the selection filter(s) box aad slect run thetable.

¥ Please note tha when trying to obiin the frequencies and oher descriptive gatistics, you
can ue acommato andyze multiple variables.

Crosstabulation analyses

Let® say tha you hypohesized that males are more likely to favor capital punishment for the
crime of murder than females. How would you @ndud this examinaion? Hrst, ddermine your
independent and dependent variables. In this case, sex is theindegpendent variable and attitude
toward capital punshment for the crime of murder serve as the dependent variable. Asyoufind
with PSS, theindgpendent variable should bein the column and the dependent in therow. Be
sure that you remember to have the weight box gating @o weight O Unde table opiionsmake
sure that you ceck thefollowing boxes if they aren®adready checked: column with 1
decimal(s) under percentaging, datistics with 2 decimal(s), question text, color coding, and
show z-statistic. Under chart opionsmake sure tha you dheck bar chart for type of chart,
vertical for orientation, 2-D for visual effects, yes for show per cents, color for palette, and
maintain the default sze. Then slect run thetable. See thefollowing presentation béow:

SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify

Row: | cappun
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify
Column: | sex
Control: |
Selection Filter(s): | Example: age(18-50)
Weight: | No weight |
TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS
Percentaging: Type of chart: | Bar Chart j
Column Row Total Bar chart options:
with | * ]' decimal(s) Orientation: Vertical Horizontal

Confidence intervals Level: | 9 percent j Visual Effects: 2-D 3-D




Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes

Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

size - width:| °®  lheight:| “° =

Statistics with| >~ decimai(s)

Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

Run the Table

Clear Fields

¥ Aboveyou $ould find the means of obtaining the output presented bdow this passage

SDA 3.2: Tables

General Social Surveys, 1972-2006 [Cumulative File]
Oct 31, 2007 (Wed 03:46 PM PDT)

Variables
Role Name Label Range MD Dataset
FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH
Row  CAPPUN '\ ALTY FOR MURDER 12 089 1
Column  SEX RESPONDENTS SEX 1-2 0 1

Frequency Distribution



18,084 22,552 40,636
Means 1.22 1.31 1.27

Std Devs 41 .46 44

Color coding: = <-2.0 ‘ <-1.0 ‘ <0.0 @ >0.0 ‘ >1.0 -E“
|

N in each cell: | Smaller than expected | Larger than expected ‘

Summary Statistics

Eta* = 10 Gamma= .23 Chisq(P)= 427.78 (p=0.00)
R= 10 Tau-b= .10 Chisq(LR) = 432.85 (p=0.00)
Somers'd*= .09 Tau-c= .09 df= 1

*Row variable treated as the dependent variable.

FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER BY
RESPONDENTS SEX

85 1
80 - 78

Percent

MALE FEMALE

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Text for '"CAPPUN'

82b. Do you favor or oppose the death enalty for persons
convi cted of nurder?

Text for 'SEX’
23. Code respondent's sex




Allocation of cases

Valid cases 40,636
Cases with |nvaI|d_ codes on 10,384
row or column variable

Total cases 51,020
Datasets

1 /7502docs/D3/GSS06

2 /7502docs/Npubvars/GSS06

¥ Theinformation cvered up 1 the frequency distribution t&ble is smilar to what you

obtain when you @ndud your frequency and oher descriptive statistics analyses.
However, thefrequency distribution &ble presented differs. Note that the sex variable is
in the column postion and the cappun variable isin therow postion. Thefirst nunber
is the column pecent, which is what you would use to address the pattern of results. The
second nunioer in acell is the z-statistic, and thethird nunber in acell is the number of
cases. Therefore, in thefirst cell unde males, theresults indicate that 14, 119 or78.1%
of males favor capital punishment. You would focuson the5 vdue Examinethe patern
of results. You hypohesized tha males would have more favorable atitudes toward
capital punshment for murder than females. Do the results opeate in the expected
direction?It appears so Snce 78.1%of males favor capital punishment versus 68.9%of
females. However, Smply opeating in the expected direction doen® mean tha your
hypotesis was suppoted. You ned to ob&in asignificant p-valuefor the chi-squae
statistic. Therelevant chi-squae is the Chisg(P). It equds 427.78 ad ha a p-value of
.00, ® it is highly significant. Snce you hare asgnificant chi-squae and the patern of
results opeates in the direction pedicted by you hypoteses. This set of circumstances
allows you © say that your hypothesis received suppott. If the chi-square statistic failed
to achieve sgnificance, but the results opeated as expected, youwould say tha your
hypoteses lacked suppat, butopeated in the expected direction. Then you would noe
wha tha expected direction was, which is oneway of drawing the reader back to the
points madein yourhypotesis. If the patern of results indicates tha the chi-squae is
significant, buttherelationship baween gender and atitudes toward capital punishment,
then you would say tha your hypohesis lacked suppot. However, you would dso
indicate that the results indicate tha there is a significant relationship bdween the
indegpendent and dependent variables. In other words, the relationship beween sx and
attitudes toward capital punishment for murder may not opeate as you expected, but
there is some type of relationship. Then you would go into what tha relationship entails.
If the results indicate tha the chi-square isn®sgnificant and thefindingsaren®in the
expected direction, you lave strong sippot tha not only is your hypotesis not
suppoted, bu tha there appears to be no relationship beween sex and dtitudes toward



capital punshment for murder. On another note, you an doubk check how you %t up
thetable because at the bottom of the summary datistics table, you find tha there is
information that the row variable is treated as the dependent variable, which is what
should occur.

¥ Theba graph is another way of presenting the information in the crosstab table, butit
lacks a chi-square gatistic, 0 you would need to indicate the vaue of the chi-squae and
its p-vaue a the botom of any table. Rather than asimple ba graph as you obtined
with the frequency and oher descriptive gatistics, you nowhave acluger bar graph
because the information presented involves 2 vaiables. Asyou can e, red refersto
favorable atitudes and blueto unfavorable atitudes. You can aso e tha thebas are
separated by gende. Looking & thetable, you ®e ahigha percentage of males favoring
capital punishment for murder than females. The rest of the information presented bdow
isidentical to thetype of information presented in the frequency and oter descriptive
output

¥ |If you developed ahypotesis tha incorporated athird vaiable [i.e. a control variable],
you would use the control box to inputthe chosen control variable. So for ingance, say
that you béieved tha males would be more likely to favor capital punshment for the
crime of murder than females, buttha you felt the magnitude of the gender difference
would belower for racial/ethnic minorities than for whites. You would putrace into the
control category. See theinformation presented below:

¥ SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify

Row: | cappun

OPTIONAL Variable names to specify

Column: | sex

Control: | race

Selection Filter(s): | Example: age(18-50)

Weight: | No weight |

TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS

Percentaging: Type of chart: | Bar Chart L|
Column Row Total Bar chart options:

with | * ]' decimal(s) Orientation: Vertical Horizontal
Confidence intervals Level: | spercent +| | Visual Effects: 2D 3-D
Standard error of each percent Show Percents: Yes
Sample Design: Complex SRS Palette: Color Grayscale

size - width:| °®  lheight:| “° =

Statistics with| > ~Jdecimai(s)



Question text Suppress table

Color coding Show Z-statistic

Include missing-data values

Run the Table

Clear Fields

SDA 3.2: Tables

General Social Surveys, 1972-2006 [Cumulative File]
Oct 31, 2007 (Wed 04:07 PM PDT)

Variables
Role Name Label Range MD Dataset
FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH
Row CAPPUN PENALTY FOR MURDER 121089 1
Column | SEX RESPONDENTS SEX 1-2 0 1
Control RACE RACE OF RESPONDENT 1-3 0 1

Statistics for RACE = 1(WHITE)

Cells contain: SEX

-Column percent

-Z-statistic 1 2 ROW

-N of cases MALE FEMALE TOTAL
82.1 73.2 77.2

1: FAVOR 19.38 -19.38 -
12,540 13,417 25,957

17.9 26.8 22.8
CAPPUN 2: OPPOSE | -19.38 19.38
2,736 4916 7,652

100.0  100.0  100.0
COL TOTAL
15,276 = 18,333 33,609

Means 1.18 1.27 1.23
Std Devs .38 44 42



f—
Color coding: = <-2.0 ‘ <-1.0 ‘ <0.0 @ >0.0 ‘ >1.0 -E‘
|

N in each cell: | Smaller than expected | Larger than expected ‘

Summary Statistics for RACE = 1(WHITE)

Eta* = 11 Gamma= .25 Chisq(P)= 375.75 (p=0.00)
R= A1 Tau-b= .11 Chisq(LR) = 380.95 (p=0.00)
Somers'd*= .09 Tau-c= .09 df= 1

*Row variable treated as the dependent variable.

Chart for RACE = 1(WHITE)

FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER BY
RESPONDENTS SEX

20 -
85 - 82

Percent

MALE FEMALE

| W FAVOR W OPPOSE

Statistics for RACE = 2(BLACK)

Cells contain: SEX

-Column percent

-Z-statistic 1 2 ROW
-N of cases MALE FEMALE TOTAL

CAPPUN

46.9 48.8
1: FAVOR -3.58 -

~ A4




1,051 1563 2,674

48.1 53.1 51.2
2: OPPOSE = -3.58 3.58 -
973 1,771 2,744

100.0 100.0 100.0

COL TOTAL -— — -—
2,024 3,334 5,358

Means 1.48 1.53 1.51
Std Devs .50 .50 .50

Color coding: | <-2.0 <-1.0 <0.0 >00  >1.0  >20 Z

N in each cell: | Smaller than expected | Larger than expected

Summary Statistics for RACE = 2(BLACK)

Eta* = .05 Gamma= .10 Chisq(P)= 12.84 (p=0.00)
R= .05 Tau-b= .05 Chisq(LR) = 12.84 (p=0.00)
Somers'd*= .05 Tau-c= .05 df= 1

*Row variable treated as the dependent variable.

Chart for RACE = 2(BLACK)



FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER BY
RESPONDENTS SEX

55 1

50 -

=

Percent
w
=1

MALE FEMALE

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Cells contain: SEX

-Column percent

-Z-statistic 1 2 ROW
_N of cases MALE FEMALE TOTAL

63.3 652
-1.74
560

1: FAVOR

CAPPUN 2: OPPOSE

COL TOTAL

Means 1.33 1.37 1.35
Std Devs A7 .48 .48




Color coding: -‘ <-1.0 ‘ <0.0 | >0.0 -- V4

N in each cell: | Smaller than expected | Larger than expected

Eta* = .04 Gamma= .09 Chisq(P)= 3.03 (p=0.08)
R= .04 Tau-b= .04 Chisq(LR)= 3.04 (p=0.08)
Somers'd*= .04 Tau-c= .04 df= 1

*Row variable treated as the dependent variable.

Chart for RACE = 3(OTHER)

FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER BY
RESPONDENTS SEX

70 1 67

Percent

MALE FEMALE

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Cells contain: SEX

-Column percent

-Z-statistic 1 2 ROW
-N of cases MALE FEMALE TOTAL

1: FAVOR

CAPPUN

~AA AFA




14,119 15,540 29,659

21.9 311 27.0
2: OPPOSE @ -20.68 20.68 -
3,965 7,012 10,977

100.0 100.0 100.0

COL TOTAL -— — -—
18,084 22,552 40,636

Means 1.22 1.31 1.27
Std Devs 41 46 44

Color coding: | <-2.0 <-1.0 <0.0 >00  >1.0  >20 Z

N in each cell: | Smaller than expected | Larger than expected

Summary Statistics for all valid cases

Eta* = 10 Gamma= .23 Chisq(P)= 427.78 (p=0.00)
R = 10 Tau-b= .10 Chisq(LR) = 432.85 (p=0.00)
Somers'd*= .09 Tau-c= .09 df= 1

*Row variable treated as the dependent variable.

Chart for all valid cases



FAVOR OR OPPOSE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDER BY
RESPONDENTS SEX

85 1
80 - 78

Percent

MALE FEMALE

| W FAVOR M OPPOSE |

Text for '"CAPPUN'

82b. Do you favor or oppose the death enalty for persons
convi cted of nurder?

Text for 'SEX'
23. Code respondent's sex

Text for 'RACE’
24. What race do you consider yourself?

Allocation of cases

Valid cases 40,636
Cases with invalid codes on 10,384
row, column or control variable

Total cases 51,020
Datasets

1 /7502docs/D3/GSS06

2 /7502docs/Npubvars/GSS06




¥ Note the presentation ofinformation in the aboveoutput You an doubk check tha you
have the variables you analyzed in ther correct positions Then you @n examinethe
output for Whites, Blacks, Others, and the Total sample jugt as you would in an SPSS
crosstab involving three variables. You $hould notice théa there are chi-square vaues and
p-values presented for each arosstab jus as you would find in SPSS oufput Given the
hypotesis, you would look & each crosstab and table and diaw yourcondusons Frst, |
look & the chi-square for each racial group b deermineif there are sgnificant
relationships beween sex and dtitudes toward capital punshment for murder. For
Whites, the data produce a chi-squae of 375.75 vith ap-value of .00, which indicates
that for Whites there is asignificant relationship beéween s=x and dtitudes regarding
capital punshment for murder. For Blacks, the data produce a chi-square of 12.84 wth a
p-value of .00, which indicates that for Blacks there is dso asignificant relationship
between sex and atitudes regarding apital punishment for murder. For Other race
individuds, the data produce a chi-squae of 3.03with ap-value of .08. This information
indicates that there is norelationship baween sx and attitudes regarding capital
punishment for murder. However, you ould not tha theresults gpproach sgnificant for
this group snce thep-valueis.08. Now you mnsder the crosstab tables. Among
Whites, 82.1%o0f males favor capital punishment for murder versus 73.2%of females.
Thedifference is 8.%. Among Backs, 51.9%of males favor capital punishment for
murder versus 46.9% of females. Thedifferenceis 5% Among Qher race individuds,
67.3%o0f males favor capital punishment for murder versus 63.3% of females. The
difference is4%. The findingsindicate that sex differences among racial minorities are
less pronouned than among Whites. However, for those in the Other category, the sex
differences aren@ significant. Therefore, you uld say tha there is partial suppot for
your hypohesis.

When | meet with you he day the draft of thefindingsand discussion sction is due | will go
ove howyou @n recreate the tables usng excel for the graphsand Word for the crosstab and
descriptive gtatistics table.



